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Jan. 6 panel subpoenas Trump, demanding historic testimony 


By FARNOUSH AMIRI and 
MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House committee investi- 
gating the Jan. 6 attack on 
the U.S. Capitol formally is- 
sued an extraordinary sub- 
poena to Donald Trump on 
Friday, demanding testi- 
mony from the former presi- 
dent who lawmakers say 
"personally orchestrated" a 
multi-part effort to overturn 
the results of the 2020 elec- 
tion. 
The nine-member panel is- 
sued a letter to Trump's law- 
yers saying he must testify, 
either at the Capitol or by 
videoconference, "begin- 
ning on or about" Nov. 14 
and continuing for multiple 
days if necessary. 
The letter also outlined a 
sweeping request for docu- 
ments, including personal 
communications between 
Trump and members of 
Congress as well as ex- 
tremist groups. Those are 
to be turned in by Nov. 4, 
although the committee's 
deadlines 
are 
generally 
subject to negotiation. 
"We recognize that a sub- 
poena to a former presi- 
dent is a significant and 
historic action," Chairman 
Bennie Thompson and Vice 
Chair Liz Cheney wrote in 
the letter to Trump. "We do 
not take this action lightly." 
The panel rooted its action 
in history, listing past presi- 
dents from John Quincy 
Adams to Gerald Ford, 
who testified before Con- 
gress after leaving office — 
and noted that even sitting 
presidents have responded 
to congressional subpoe- 
nas. It is unclear how Trump 
and his legal team will re- 
spond. He could comply or 
negotiate with the commit- 
tee, announce he will defy 
the subpoena or ignore it 
altogether. He could also 
go to court and try to stop 
it.David A. Warrington, a 
partner with the Dhillon 
Law Group, said the firm 
would be handling the is- 
sue for Trump, and he said 
in a statement: "We under- 
stand that, once again, 
flouting norms and appro- 
priate and customary pro- 
cess, the Committee has 
publicly released a copy 
of its subpoena. As with 


any similar matter, we will 
review and analyze it, and 
will respond as appropriate 
to this unprecedented ac- 
tion." 
The subpoena is the latest 
and most striking escala- 
tion in the House commit- 
tee's 15-month investiga- 
tion of the deadly Jan. 6, 
2021, insurrection, bringing 
members of the panel into 
direct conflict with the man 
they 
have 
investigated 
from afar through the tes- 
timony of aides, allies and 
associates. 
In the subpoena letter, the 
committee wrote about 
the 
"overwhelming 
evi- 
dence" it has assembled, 
showing Trump "personally 
orchestrated" an effort to 
overturn his defeat in the 
2020 election, including by 
spreading false allegations 
of widespread voter fraud, 
"attempting to corrupt" the 
Justice Department and 
pressuring state officials, 
members of Congress and 
his own vice president to 
change the results. 
"In short, you were at the 
center of the first and only 
effort by any U.S. President 
to overturn an election and 
obstruct the peaceful tran- 
sition of power, ultimately 
culminating in a bloody 
attack on our own Capitol 
and on the Congress itself," 
Thompson 
and 
Cheney 
said. 
Lawmakers say key details 


about what Trump was do- 
ing and saying during the 
siege remain unknown. Ac- 
cording to the committee, 
the only person who can fill 
the gaps is Trump himself. 
The panel — comprised of 
seven Democrats and two 
Republicans — approved 
the subpoena for Trump in 
a surprise vote last week. 
Every member voted in 
support. 
The day after, Trump post- 
ed a lengthy memo on 
Truth Social, his social me- 
dia website, repeating his 
false claims of widespread 
election fraud and express- 
ing his "anger, disappoint- 
ment and complaint" that 
the committee wasn't in- 
vestigating his objections. 
He made no mention of 
the subpoena. 
The subpoena calls for 
testimony about Trump's 
dealings with several for- 
mer aides and associates 
who have asserted their 
Fifth 
Amendment 
rights 
against self-incrimination to 
the committee, including 
Roger Stone, Michael Fly- 
nn, John Eastman, Jeffrey 
Clark and Kelli Ward. 
"These Fifth Amendment 
assertions — made by per- 
sons with whom you inter- 
acted — related directly 
to you and your conduct," 
the subpoena letter reads. 
"They provide specific ex- 
amples where your truthful 
testimony under oath with 


be important." 
The committee also made 
19 requests for documents 
and communication — in- 
cluding for any messages 
Trump sent on the encrypt- 
ed messaging app Signal 
"or any other means" to 
members of Congress and 
others about the stunning 
events of the Capitol at- 
tack. 
The scope of the commit- 
tee's request is expansive — 
pursuing documents from 
Sept. 1, 2020, two months 
before the election, to the 
present on the president's 
communications with the 
groups like the Oath Keep- 
ers, Proud Boys — as the 
panel looks to compile a 
historical record of the run- 
up to the Capitol attack 
and then the aftermath. 
But there remains little legal 
advantage for Trump to 
cooperate with the com- 
mittee as he already faces 
other civil and criminal le- 
gal battles in various juris- 
dictions, including over his 
family business in New York 
and the handling of presi- 
dential records at his Mar- 
a-Lago estate in Florida. 
It's 
possible 
his 
lawyers 
could simply run out the 
clock on the subpoena if 
they go to court to try to 
quash it, since the commit- 
tee goes out of existence 
at the end of this Congress. 
Peter Keisler, who served 
as acting attorney general 


under President George W. 
Bush, wrote in an email re- 
sponding to a query from 
the AP: "It seems improb- 
able to me that this could 
be litigated to conclusion 
in the time remaining to 
the Committee in this Con- 
gress." 
If Trump refuses to comply 
with the subpoena, the 
panel will have to weigh 
the practical and political 
implications of holding him 
in contempt of Congress. 
"That's a bridge we cross 
if we have to get there," 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger, a Re- 
publican member of the 
committee, told ABC on 
Sunday. "He's made it clear 
he has nothing to hide, is 
what he says. So, he should 
come in." 
If the full House voted to 
recommend a contempt 
charge against Trump, the 
Justice Department would 
then review the case and 
decide on any further step. 
Other 
witnesses 
have 
faced legal consequences 
for defying the committee, 
including close Trump ally 
Steve Bannon, who was 
convicted of contempt in 
July and was sentenced 
Friday to four months be- 
hind bars. But holding a for- 
mer president in contempt 
would be another matter. 
The subpoena to Trump 
comes as the commit- 
tee is looking to wrap up 
its investigative work and 
compile a final, compre- 
hensive report that will be 
published by the end of the 
year. Investigators have in- 
terviewed more than 1,000 
witnesses, including many 
of Trump's top White House 
aides, and obtained tens 
of thousands of pages of 
documents since the com- 
mittee was formed in July 
2021.But the panel is au- 
thorized only through this 
Congress, which ends on 
Jan. 3. That means mem- 
bers have only a few short 
months — amid a hectic 
lame-duck legislative pe- 
riod after the midterm elec- 
tions — to refine their histori- 
cal record of the worst at- 
tack on the Capitol in two 
centuries. Whether that will 
include the testimony from 
the 45th president of the 
United States remains to be 
seen.q 


Steve Bannon, center, a longtime ally of former President Donald Trump and convicted of contempt 
of Congress, accompanied by his attorneys David Schoen, left, and Evan Corcoran, right, speaks 
to the media as he leaves the federal courthouse on Friday, Oct. 21, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By AMANDA SEITZ 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
worst-of-the-worst 
nursing 
homes will face tougher 
penalties if conditions don’t 
improve at their facilities, 
the Biden administration 
announced Friday. 
The intensified scrutiny on 
some nursing homes, where 
more than a million people 
are housed, comes nearly 
two years after COVID-19 
exposed subpar care and 
extreme staffing shortages 
that had long festered in 
the facilities. Nursing home 
residents have been sig- 
nificantly more likely to die 
from COVID-19; as of Feb- 
ruary, more than 200,000 


nursing home staffers or 
residents had died from the 
virus. 
President Joe Biden had 
promised during his State 
of the Union address in Feb- 
ruary to overhaul the na- 
tion’s nursing home system 
but some of those initiatives 
have yet to be implement- 
ed fully. 
The new guidelines an- 
nounced Friday will apply 
to less than 0.5% of the na- 
tion’s nursing homes. The 
facilities are already des- 
ignated as a “special fo- 
cus facility” because of a 
previous violation and are 
on a watchlist of sorts that 
requires the Centers for 
Medicaid and Medicare to 


monitor them more regu- 
larly. 
Starting Friday, those nurs- 
ing homes will lose federal 
funding if they receive 
more than one danger- 
ous violation rule-breaking 
that put residents at risk 
for harm. They will also be 
monitored for a minimum 
of three years. CMS will 
also consider staffing lev- 
els at the nursing homes 
when adding facilities to its 
watchlist. Currently, 88 nurs- 
ing homes are on the list. 
“Let us be clear: We are 
cracking 
down 
on 
en- 
forcement of our nation’s 
poorest-performing nursing 
homes,” said Health and 
Human Services Secretary 


Xavier Becerra. 
The agency is studying staff- 
ing ratios at nursing homes, 
with the aim of implement- 
ing requirements. The study 
is expected to be complet- 
ed next year. 
The administration also an- 


nounced $80 million worth 
of grants that will be given 
to health care organiza- 
tions, trade groups or la- 
bor unions to train and hire 
nursing staff. Organizations 
have until Jan. 6 to apply 
for the money.q 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Fed- 
eral judges have ordered a 
9-year-old lawsuit against 
oil and gas companies over 
damage 
to 
Louisiana’s 
wetlands to be returned to 
state court for trial, poten- 
tially clearing the way for 
at least 41 similar lawsuits to 
move forward. 
A three-judge panel of the 
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals on Monday upheld 
a January decision by the 
late U.S. District Judge Mar- 
tin L.C. Feldman of New Or- 
leans, The Times-Picayune/ 
The New Orleans Advocate 
reported. 
The ruling returns the suit 
filed by Plaquemines Par- 
ish against Chevron USA, 
Exxon Mobil Corp., Cono- 
coPhillips Co., BP America 
and Shell to state court in 
Plaquemines 
Parish, 
the 
newspaper said. 
Feldman correctly found 
that just because oil and 
gas exploration and pro- 
duction operations during 
World War II were conduct- 
ed on behalf of the war ef- 
fort, the companies were 
not acting under the orders 
of federal agents in a way 
that required the suit to be 
heard in federal court, the 
panel ruled. 
“Today’s decision will make 
the history books,” John 
Carmouche, an attorney 


representing the parish and 
the state, told the newspa- 
per. “Finally, Louisiana can 
be made whole for every- 
thing it has given to our na- 
tion in resources.” 
Carmouche said the deci- 
sion would apply to all 42 
cases in which he is lead 
attorney, and should result 
in early trial dates. 
“All parties agreed that this 
decision would apply to all 
cases. We can get to trial 


in eight months or less,” he 
said. 
However, a spokesperson 
for several of the oil and 
gas companies could not 
say whether they would 
appeal the decision to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, or that 
they would agree to apply 
it to the other cases. 
Jason Harbison, on behalf 
of the legal teams repre- 
senting BP America, Chev- 
ron, ConocoPhillips, Exxon 


Mobil and Shell, said the 
companies are disappoint- 
ed by the appellate deci- 
sion. 
“The allegations in this case, 
like the other similar parish 
lawsuits against oil and gas 
companies, challenge oil 
production practices going 
back for decades, includ- 
ing World War II, a unique 
period in the relationship 
between the federal gov- 
ernment and the oil and 


gas industry,” Harbison said. 
“The 
companies 
contin- 
ue to believe that these 
lawsuits implicate distinc- 
tive federal interests and 
deserve to be heard in a 
federal forum and are con- 
sidering their options for fur- 
ther review,” Harbison said. 
This is the fourth time that 
this first wetlands damage 
suit has been ordered re- 
turned to the Plaquemines 
court by federal judges. 
A 43rd lawsuit, filed on be- 
half of Orleans Parish, also 
was removed to federal 
court and could eventually 
be returned to state court. 
The lawsuits were origi- 
nally filed in state courts in 
Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. 
Bernard, St. John the Bap- 
tist, Vermilion and Camer- 
on parishes between 2012 
and 2017. The suits chal- 
lenge the failure of the oil 
companies to comply with 
the State and Local Coast- 
al Resources Management 
Act, a 1980 state law. Each 
suit contained language 
specifying that it was not 
challenging the compa- 
nies with violation of any 
federal laws. The parishes 
cited damage to wetlands 
stemming from the building 
of service canals, disposal 
of hazardous waste and 
saltwater, and other opera- 
tions. q 


Brown pelicans are shown perching in mangrove bushes damaged by oil on Queen Bess Island 
in Louisiana’s Barataria Bay, June 21, 2010. 


Associated Press 


Ruling could mean trials against Big Oil over state wetlands 


President Joe Biden calls on a reporter for a question after 
speaking about deficit reduction in the Roosevelt Room at the 
White House in Washington, Friday, Oct. 21, 2022. 


Associated Press 
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By ED WHITE 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — A teenager 
accused of killing four fel- 
low students and injuring 
more at a Michigan high 
school is expected to plead 
guilty to murder next week, 
authorities said Friday. 
Ethan Crumbley had creat- 
ed images of violence dur- 
ing a classroom assignment 
last November but was not 
sent home from Oxford 
High School in southeastern 
Michigan. He pulled out a 
gun a few hours later and 
committed a mass shoot- 
ing. 
Authorities 
have 
pinned 
some 
responsibility 
on 
Crumbley’s parents, por- 
traying them as a dysfunc- 
tional pair who ignored 
their son’s mental health 
needs and happily provid- 
ed a gun as a gift just days 
before the attack. They 
also face charges. 
Crumbley, 16, is due in 
court Monday. 
“We can confirm that the 
shooter 
is 
expected 
to 
plead guilty to all 24 charg- 
es, including terrorism, and 
the prosecutor has notified 


the victims,” said David Wil- 
liams, chief assistant pros- 
ecutor in Oakland County. 
A message seeking com- 
ment was left for the boy’s 
lawyers. 


Crumbley was 15 when the 
shooting occurred at Ox- 
ford High, roughly 30 miles 
(50 kilometers) north of De- 
troit. 
His parents had been sum- 


moned to school that day 
to discuss the teen’s omi- 
nous writings. A teacher 
had 
found 
a 
drawing 
with a gun pointing at the 
words, “The thoughts won’t 
stop. Help me.” There was 
an image of a bullet with 
the message: “Blood every- 
where.” 
James and Jennifer Crum- 
bley declined to take Ethan 
home but were told to get 
him into counseling within 
48 hours, according to in- 
vestigators. 
A day earlier, a teacher 
saw Ethan searching for 
ammunition on his phone. 
The school contacted his 
mother, Jennifer Crumbley, 
who then told her son in a 
text message: “Lol. I’m not 
mad at you. You have to 
learn not to get caught,” 
the prosecutor’s office said. 
Ethan 
Crumbley 
was 
charged as an adult with 
one 
count 
of 
terrorism 
causing death, four counts 
of first-degree murder, sev- 
en counts of attempted 
murder and 12 counts re- 
lated to use of a gun. 
A first-degree murder con- 
viction typically brings an 


automatic life prison sen- 
tence in Michigan. But 
teenagers are entitled to 
a hearing where their law- 
yer can argue for a shorter 
term and an opportunity 
for parole. 
Separately, 
James 
and 
Jennifer Crumbley are fac- 
ing involuntary manslaugh- 
ter charges a rare case of 
prosecutors trying to make 
parents accountable for a 
school shooting. They are 
accused of making a gun 
accessible to Ethan and 
neglecting his need for 
mental health care. 
“Put simply, they created 
an environment in which 
their son’s violent tenden- 
cies flourished. They were 
aware their son was trou- 
bled, and then they bought 
him a gun,” prosecutors 
said in a court filing. 
The Crumbleys said they 
were unaware of Ethan’s 
plan. They also dispute that 
the gun was easy to get at 
home. 
Madisyn 
Baldwin, 
Tate 
Myre, Hana St. Juliana and 
Justin Shilling were killed, 
while six students and a 
teacher were injured.q 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — For 
the second time in more 
than a month, a lawsuit 
challenging Florida’s so- 
called “don’t say gay” leg- 
islation restricting teaching 
on gender identity and sex- 
ual orientation in schools 
has been dismissed by a 
federal judge. 
U.S. District Judge Wendy 
Berger in Orlando on Thurs- 
day dismissed a lawsuit 
brought by LGBTQ students, 
parents and their families 
as well as several civil rights 
groups and refused their 
request for a preliminary 
injunction to stop the law 
from being implemented. 
The judge gave the plain- 
tiffs until Nov. 3 to file an 
amended lawsuit if they 
desired. 
The 
lawsuit 
in 
Orlando 
named as defendants sev- 
eral central Florida school 


boards charged with im- 
plementing the law, which 
bans lessons on sexual ori- 
entation and gender iden- 
tity in kindergarten through 
third grade as well as ma- 
terial that is not deemed 
age-appropriate. The law- 
suit claimed the law had 
violated the plaintiffs’ con- 
stitutional rights by chilling 
their ability to talk about 
their 
LGBTQ 
families 
in 
school settings. The judge 
disagreed. 
“Plaintiffs have not directed 
this Court to any fact that 
would lead a reasonable 
person to believe that the 
law prohibits students from 
discussing their families and 
vacations at school or even 
on a school assignment, 
or that it would prohibit a 
parent from attending a 
school function in a ‘pride’ 
t-shirt or generally discuss- 
ing their family structure 
in front of other people,” 


wrote Berger, a nominee 
of former President Donald 
Trump. 
In response to concerns by 
the parents of a nonbinary 
middle school student who 
were plaintiffs and worried 
the law would encourage 
more bullying, the judge 
expressed sympathy. But 
Berger added, “it is sim- 
ply a fact of life that many 
middle school students will 
face the criticism and harsh 
judgment of their peers.” 
“Indeed, 
middle 
school 
children bully and belittle 
their classmates for a whole 
host of reasons, all of which 
are 
unacceptable, 
and 
many of which have noth- 
ing to do with a classmate’s 
gender identity,” the judge 
wrote. 
Earlier this month, a federal 
judge in Tallahassee dis- 
missed a similar challenge 
to the law. In both lawsuits, 
the judges questioned the 


legal standing of the plain- 
tiffs, saying they had failed 
to specifically identify how 
the law had harmed them. 
A report released in August 
by the Human Rights Cam- 
paign, one of the nation’s 
largest LGBTQ advocacy 
groups, and the Center 


for Countering Digital Hate 
said that hateful references 
to gays, lesbians and other 
LGBTQ people surged on- 
line after Florida’s Republi- 
can-dominated legislature 
passed the bill. The law was 
championed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis, a Republican.q 


This booking photo released by the Oakland County, Mich., 
Sheriff’s Office shows Ethan Crumbley, 15, who is charged as 
an adult with murder and terrorism for a shooting that killed 
four fellow students and injured more at Oxford High School in 
Oxford, Mich. 
Associated Press 


Guilty plea due in Michigan school shooting that killed 4 


Florida’s Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis addresses attendees 
during the Turning Point USA Student Action Summit on July 22, 
2022, in Tampa, Fla. 
Associated Press 


Judge tosses challenge to Florida’s ‘Don’t Say Gay’ bill 
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By LORNE COOK and GEIR 
MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union leaders on Friday 
weighed the future of their 
increasingly testy relations 
with China as President Xi 
Jinping was expected to 
be 
reappointed 
leader 
at the Communist Party 
congress taking place this 
week. 
During more than three 
hours of talks in Brussels, the 
27 leaders of the world’s 
biggest trading bloc dis- 
cussed ways to reduce their 
dependence on China for 
tech equipment and the 
raw minerals used to make 
items such as microchips, 
batteries and solar panels. 
“The goal was to have 
a veritable strategic ex- 
change” ahead of a meet- 
ing with members of the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations in Decem- 
ber, 
European 
Council 
President Charles Michel 
said. 
Michel, who chaired Fri- 
day’s EU summit, said the 
leaders agreed on the 
need to be firm with Bei- 
jing in their defense of de- 
mocracy and fundamen- 
tal freedoms. But they also 
agreed to demand a bet- 
ter balance of economic 


relations between equal 
partners while working with 
China on global issues like 
climate change and the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
European Commission Pres- 
ident Ursula von der Leyen 
noted the EU was “witness- 
ing quite an acceleration 
of trends and tensions” with 
China. She said the week- 
long Communist Party con- 
gress has shown that Xi will 
continue to reinforce Chi- 
na’s “very assertive” and 


“self-reliant” tendencies. 
“Clearly, China is continu- 
ing a mission to establish 
its dominance in east Asia 
and its influence globally,” 
von der Leyen said. “The 
Chinese system is funda- 
mentally 
different 
from 
ours, and we are aware of 
the nature of the rivalry.” 
The head of the EU’s execu- 
tive branch underlined that 
the bloc has learned from 
Russia’s war on Ukraine how 
difficult it can be to rely on 


one country for important 
imports like oil and gas. 
“Obviously, we have to be 
very vigilant when it comes 
to dependencies,” von der 
Leyen said. She said the EU 
must boost its own produc- 
tion capacities and seek 
out “reliable, trustworthy 
suppliers.” 
French President Emman- 
uel Macron said Europe 
made a “historical” mistake 
during the global financial 
crisis of 2007-2008 by push- 


ing some member states 
to sell their infrastructure. 
Greece was forced to do 
so with its biggest port to 
meet the demands of its 
European creditors, and 
Chinese 
shipping 
group 
COSCO bought the facility. 
Macron 
said 
Europeans 
were “naïve” to treat the 
bloc like an “open super- 
market” because of public 
finance issues. 
He said it’s important for Eu- 
rope’s strategic autonomy 
“to define, in a respectful, 
transparent and clear way, 
and I insist on these three 
points with regard to Chi- 
na, our rules of the game.” 
Macron added: “When it 
comes to critical technolo- 
gies, where our security 
and defense are at stake, 
we want to have elements 
of sovereignty.” 
German Chancellor OIaf 
Scholz said he plans to 
make a long-planned first 
visit to China as his coun- 
try’s leader before a Group 
of 20 summit that begins in 
mid-November. 
“I think it’s important to 
tend and develop our in- 
ternational relations prop- 
erly,” 
said 
Scholz, 
who 
unlike his two immediate 
predecessors made his first 
Asian trip to Japan rather 
than China.q 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — An 
Israeli rights group released 
video on Friday that ap- 
pears to show an Israeli 


security guard and a Jew- 
ish settler joining forces dur- 
ing a clash with Palestinian 
farmers in the occupied 
West Bank, with the settler 
throwing a stun grenade 


after the guard apparently 
shows him where to aim. 
The video, provided by the 
rights group Yesh Din, was 
filmed during a confronta- 
tion between masked Jew- 
ish settlers and Palestinians 
in the northern West Bank, 
an area which has seen un- 
rest in recent months over 
Israeli military raids and Pal- 
estinian shooting attacks. 
Critics have long accused 
the Israeli military and the 
defense establishment of 
having uncomfortably tight 
ties with settlers. The De- 
fense Ministry pays the sal- 
aries of settlement guards 
and many top command- 
ers live in the settlements. 
Soldiers are often seen 
standing by as settlers at- 
tack Palestinians or their 
property. This week, settlers 


rampaging in the northern 
West Bank pepper sprayed 
several soldiers trying to dis- 
perse them. 
“We are used to seeing sol- 
diers doing nothing to stop 
settlers but in recent years 
we’re seeing active coop- 
eration between them,” 
said Ziv Stahl, Yesh Din’s ex- 
ecutive director. 
In the video, a settler is seen 
walking down a hilltop and 
handing 
what 
appears 
to be two stun grenades 
to the security guard. The 
guard then points in the 
direction of what appears 
to be the Palestinians, who 
are offscreen, and the set- 
tler lobs the stun grenade 
that way. 
The guard again points and 
the settler throws the sec- 
ond stun grenade. 


Security guards man settle- 
ments throughout the West 
Bank and are meant to act 
as a standby until soldiers or 
police arrive. 
Other videos provided by 
Yesh Din from the clash 
also show soldiers standing 
by as masked settlers throw 
stones. The videos do not 
show the Palestinians. 
The Israeli military said the 
incident and the guard’s 
behavior were under re- 
view. 
The military said both Pal- 
estinians and settlers were 
throwing stones. It said the 
person in uniform seen in 
the video is not a soldier 
but rather a security guard 
whose salary is paid by the 
Israeli Defense Ministry and 
who is nominated by a re- 
gional military officer.q 


From left, Romania’s President Klaus Werner Ioannis, Germany’s Chancellor Olaf Scholz, France’s 
President Emmanuel Macron, European Council President Charles Michel, Spain’s Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during a round table 
meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Friday, Oct. 21, 2022. 


Associated Press 


EU leaders weigh future of China ties as rivalry mounts 


In this image made from video, a settler, front, appears to throw 
a stun grenade in front of an Israeli security guard near Burin, 
West Bank, Friday, Oct. 21, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Video: Israeli guard, settler join forces in West Bank clash 
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By MUNIR AHMED 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — An in- 
ternational watchdog said 
Friday it is removing Paki- 
stan from its so-called “gray 
list” of countries that do not 
take full measures to com- 
bat money laundering and 
terrorism financing, a move 
that was quickly welcomed 
by the country’s prime min- 
ister and other government 
officials. 
The announcement was 
made by Raja Kumar, the 
president of the Financial 
Action Task Force, at a 
news conference in Paris. 
The FATF welcomed “Paki- 
stan’s significant progress in 
improving” its anti-money 
laundering and counter- 
terrorism financing policies. 
Pakistan 
had 
been 
on 
FATF’s gray list since 2018. 
Being on the Paris-based 
watchdog’s gray list can 
scare away investors and 
creditors, hurting exports, 
output and consumption. 
It also can make global 
banks wary of doing busi- 
ness with a country. 
Friday’s 
announcement 
means Pakistan will no lon- 
ger be subject to increased 
monitoring by the FATF. 
It comes after a FATF mis- 
sion to Pakistan last month, 


and months after the global 
watchdog said it believed 
Pakistan mostly complied 
with the organization’s de- 
mands by acting against 
those linked to money laun- 
dering and terror financing. 
In Islamabad, Prime Minis- 
ter Shahbaz Sharif took to 
Twitter to welcome the de- 
cision, saying that his coun- 
try’s removal from the list 
was “vindication of our de- 


termined and sustained ef- 
forts over the years. I would 
like to congratulate our 
civil & military leadership as 
well as all institutions whose 
hard work led to today’s 
success.” 
In New Delhi, foreign min- 
istry spokesman Arindam 
Bagchi 
said 
Islamabad, 
pressured by the global 
watchdog, has taken some 
steps against well-known 


terrorists including those 
accused of the 2008 Mum- 
bai terror attacks that killed 
more than 160 people. 
Pakistan’s 
Hafiz 
Saeed, 
whose charity Jamaat-ud- 
Dawa is believed to be a 
front for Lashker-e-Taiba 
militant group accused of 
the Mumbai attacks, was 
designated a terrorist by 
the U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment and has a $10 million 


bounty on his head. He is 
now serving multiple prison 
terms in Pakistan after be- 
ing convicted in several 
cases last year. 
Relations between Pakistan 
and India were strained af- 
ter the attack on India’s fi- 
nancial hub. The rival South 
Asian powers have fought 
three wars since gaining in- 
dependence from Britain in 
1947. 
“Pakistan must continue to 
take credible, verifiable, ir- 
reversible and sustained 
action and terrorist financ- 
ing emanating from territo- 
ries under its control,” Bag- 
chi said. 
The “gray list” is composed 
of countries with a high 
risk of money laundering 
and terrorism financing but 
which have formally com- 
mitted to working with the 
task force to make chang- 
es. 
The FATF is made up of 37 
member countries, includ- 
ing the United States, and 
two regional groups, the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
and the European Com- 
mission. 
Currently, only Iran and 
North Korea are fully black- 
listed and refuse to cooper- 
ate with the FATF.q 


By 
BHARATHA 
MALLA- 
WARACHI 
Associated Press 
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) 
— Sri Lankan lawmakers 
overwhelmingly approved 
a 
constitutional 
amend- 
ment on Friday that trims 
the powers of the president, 
a key demand of protesters 
who are seeking political 
reforms and solutions to the 
country’s economic crisis. 
Debate on the bill began 
on Thursday, and on Friday, 
179 lawmakers from the 
governing coalition and 
opposition voted in favor 
of the motion and only one 
voted against it, ensuring 
the two-thirds majority in 
the 225-member house re- 
quired to make the amend- 
ment law. 
The amendment transfers 
some presidential powers, 


including the appointment 
of officials, to a constitu- 
tional council comprising 
lawmakers and respected 
non-politicians. The coun- 
cil will recommend candi- 
dates to the president for 


appointment. 
The council’s recommen- 
dation is required for presi- 
dential appointments of 
senior 
judges, 
attorney 
generals, 
central 
bank 
governors, police, election 


commissioners, and bribery 
and corruption investiga- 
tors. The prime minister will 
recommend Cabinet ap- 
pointments, and the presi- 
dent will not be allowed to 
hold any Cabinet positions 
except defense. 
The government says the 
changes will help ensure 
the independence of the 
judiciary and public ser- 
vice. 
Sri Lanka is facing an un- 
precedented 
economic 
crisis and public protests 
demanding reforms to en- 
sure transparency and ac- 
countability. 
The Indian Ocean nation 
has been facing severe 
shortages of essential im- 
ports such as fuel and med- 
icine. The crisis set off mas- 
sive demonstrations that 
led to the resignations of 


the president, prime minis- 
ter and key Cabinet minis- 
ters several months ago. 
Current 
President 
Ranil 
Wickremesinghe, who suc- 
ceeded ousted President 
Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa 
in 
July, promised to limit the 
powers of the presidency 
and strengthen Parliament. 
The amendment reinstates 
many democratic reforms 
made in 2015 which were 
reversed 
by 
Rajapaksa 
when he was elected in 
2019 
and 
concentrated 
power in the presidency. 
The protesters blame Ra- 
japaksa and his powerful 
family for years of misman- 
agement and corruption. 
Many remain skeptical of 
Wickremesinghe and ac- 
cuse him of trying to pro- 
tect the former leader and 
his relatives.q 


A flag with the logo of the Financial Action Task Force, FATF, waves in the wind next to the 
German national flag during a meeting of the task force at the Congress Center in Berlin, 
Germany, Friday, June 17, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Pakistan taken off watch list for terror funding, laundering 


A woman sells mangos at a market place in Colombo, Sri Lanka, 
Friday, Oct. 21, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Sri Lankan lawmakers vote to trim presidential powers 


local a7 
Saturday 22 OctOber 2022 


Aruba Airport 
The future is bright 


The World Routes event is the high- 
light of the year that provides a 
unique platform for route devel- 
opment professionals from both 
airports and airlines to discuss, de- 
velop and plan route strategy. 


This platform presents unlimited 
business and networking oppor- 
tunities by bringing together the 
world’s leading airlines, airports, 
and tourism authorities, providing 
as such an efficient cost and time 
saving platform for organizations 
wishing to develop and expand 
their route networks. Aruba Airport 
was present to present the airport 
to more than 100 airlines and orga- 
nizations. 


Aruba Airport Authority N.V. (AAA) 
attended the 27th World Routes 
Development Forum Conference 
in Las Vegas, Nevada recently 
where AAA was represented by 
Mrs. Barbara Brown, Chief Com- 


mercial Officer and Mrs. Jo-Anne 
Arends, Air Service Development 
Manager. 


The conference also provided the 
opportunity to personally meet 
with several of the suppliers of Aru- 
ba Airport which support and form 
part of the various Air Service De- 
velopment activities at the airport. 
The opportunities for building the 
current networks and presenting 
Aruba Airport to possible new busi- 
ness partners were numerous. The 
aviation sector is growing fast and 


will continue to grow. Aruba Airport 
had a total of 22 meetings spread 
over three concentrated business 
days of which 10 include new op- 


portunities for AUA airlift out of Latin 
America, Canada, Europe and the 
US for the year 2023 and beyond. 


The AAA team met with existing air- 
line partners such as British Airways, 
KLM, American Airlines, JetBlue, 
Delta Air lines, United, Avianca and 
Copa. Airlines are predominantly 
interested in launching or ramping 
up leisure routes, creating new ex- 
citing opportunities for Aruba e.g. 
Equair, Breeze, Azul and Flair Air- 
lines. 


“A more nimble and collaborative 
approach towards working with 
the airlines has born its fruits,” states 
AUA 
Air 
Service 
Development 
Manager Jo-Anne Meaux-Arends, 
noting the techniques to capture 
these opportunities entail exploring 
underlying competitive challenges 
that small airports face in retaining 
or enhancing commercial air ser- 
vice. “New data collection tech- 
niques in conjunction with histori- 
cal global demand and industry 
capacity data is used to predict 
demand in a manner that works ef- 
fectively even when prior year re- 
sults become less representative.” 


“Aruba Airport’s future looks bright 
and sunny,” states AUA Chief Com- 
mercial Officer Barbara Brown. 
“We will continue to strive for the 
creation of pleasant and authen- 
tic airport experiences for our air- 
lines, our travelers, and our airport 
community in general, whilst doing 
this in an as sustainable manner as 
possible.”q 
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Re-Opening TGI Friday at Paseo Herencia 


PALM BEACH - Yesterday 
afternoon took place the 
re-opening of the TGI Fri- 
day restaurant in the Paseo 
Herencia Mall. 


After starting renovations 
in August 2022 finally they 


could have their re-open- 
ing in their new and more 
modern location. It's on 
the second floor in the en- 
trance of Paseo Herencia, 
can’t miss it. 


For this special occasion 


TGI Friday invited the 2 gold 
bowling medalists Kamilah 
and Abigail Dammers to 
cut the official ribbon for 
the re-opening. Kamilah 
and Abigail recently won 
gold medals in the Asun- 
cion 2022 South America 
Games that was held in 
Paraguay. So it was a plea- 
sure for TGI Friday to have 
them cut the ribbon. 


Restaurant Manager Chela 
de Lannoy welcomed all 
the guests and proceeded 
to cheers with their iconic 
blue drink "Electric Lem- 
onade". 
Everyone 
was 
pleased with the new loca- 
tion and details that were 
incorporated in the new 
location. 


Operations of the restau- 
rant remains the same as 
usual, they open at 9am 
for breakfast that goes till 
12pm, lunch starts at 12 pm 
and goes till dinner at 11pm 
from Sunday to Thursday 
and on Fridays and Satur- 
days till 12am. 


We want to invite everyone 
to take a look at TGI Friday's 
new location where you 
can enjoy your visit with a 
spectacular view. 


You can take the stairs or 
make use of the elevator.q 
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Arriving today 
Norwegian Prima arrives in Aruba for the first time 


ORANJESTAD – “After a 
month of preparations, we 
are finally so far”, Marc Fi- 
garoa, director of Aruba 
Ports Authority NV, an- 
nounced with pride. This is 
not the first cruise arrive to 
our port for the first time this 
year, and it will also not be 
the last one. “APA together 
with ATA and ministry of 
Tourism are working hard 
to continue attracting new 
cruise ships for our ports, in 
an effort to develop the in- 
dustry and incentivize our 
economy.” 


According to established 
plans that are fixed in an 
itinerary, early this morn- 
ing the Norwegian Prima 


will arrive in Aruba. It will 
dock in our quay until the 
late hours of the afternoon, 
when it will raise its anchor 
to continue in the direction 
of its next port of call on its 
itinerary. 


“It is the newest cruise in the 
family of Norwegian Cruise 
Lines. It has been sailing for 
almost two months and we 
already managed to get it 
to visit Aruba. We expect it 
once more in the month of 
November”, Figaroa said. 


Ongoing recovery 
If everything carries on the 
way it has been going, 
Aruba Ports Authority pre- 
dicts that a level of almost 


80 percent of recovery will 
be achieved when com- 
paring this year to 2019, 
which was the last normal 
year for the cruise industry 
and a record year for APA. 
The percentage is lower 
than the aviation industry, 
but it needs to be remind- 
ed that cruise industry took 
a lot longer before restart- 
ing. And contrary to avia- 
tion, the pandemic affect- 
ed the cruise industry two 
times consecutively, both 
at the beginning of Covid 
that paralyzed the entire in- 
dustry for almost 16 months, 
and after the impact of 
Omicron also, which once 
again caused many can- 
celations between the end 
of December 2021 until 
February 2022. 


Even so, the Caribbean re- 
gion recovered better than 
other regions and in that, 
Aruba continues to be one 
of the favorite ports. 


New cruise for Aruba 
The Norwegian Prima cruise 
ship carries a maximum of 
3215 passengers. The cruise 
ship has 20 floors, 1646 
rooms, 16 lifts and is 299 
meters long. It’s called the 
“Prima Class” of Norwegian 
Cruise Line and it is the first 
in six cruises that was or- 
dered in February 2017 in 
Italy, the first to be com- 
pleted and began sailing 
last August. 


Cruise Tourism is growing 
Aruba Ports Authority NV is 
proud of announcing that 
this year, in the context 
of their recovery strategy, 
they have attracted one 
of the biggest cruise ships 
in the world. Allure of the 
Seas, of Royal Caribbean 
International arrived in Aru- 
ba last May. The cruise ship, 
which cost 1.2 billion dol- 
lars to make, carries no less 
than 6400 passengers and 
2200 crew members. 


When it was built in 2009, it 
was the biggest cruise ship 
in the world, 362 meters 
long. In Aruba, we had to 
adapt our quay in order to 
accommodate it. It arrives 
in Aruba every other week 
and brings many passen- 
gers on board who greatly 


contribute to our economy. 
Still more for this year 
The arrival of new cruise 
ships for the first time to 
Aruba will continue in the 
following weeks, before the 
end of the year. Next week 
there will be another cruise 
ship entering our quay for 
the first time. This is the Car- 
nival Spirit, of the Carnival 
Cruise Line. The cruise ship 
is 21 years old, and it cost 
$375 million to build and it 
carries 2124 passengers on 
board. 


But Aruba Ports Authority 
NV is proud to announce 
that in the month of No- 
vember 
and 
December 
there will be more first calls 
in the quay, among others, 
we will be receiving Celeb- 
rity Beyond, Harmony of the 
Seas, Norwegian Encore 
and Azamara Onward. 


It’s worth adding that Ce- 
lebrity Beyond began sail- 
ing last April, so it’s the 
newest cruise joining the 
Celebrity Cruises fleet. It is 
in the Edge-Class category 
and has a carrying capac- 
ity of 3937 passengers. 


Harmony of the Seas is in 
the Oasis Class category of 
Royal Caribbean Interna- 
tional which will substitute 
the Allure of the Seas from 
the middle of November. 
Norwegian Encore is in the 
Breakaway Plus-class ship 
of Norwegian Cruise Lines 
which will also visit Aruba 
for the first time. Encore is a 
relatively new cruise which 
began sailing in 2019 with 
capacity for 4903 passen- 
gers. Azamara Onward is 
a 23 year old cruise, it car- 
ries 826 passengers, it’s 191 
meters long and it’s in the 
R-Class category. It was 
renovated this year to be- 
gin operating for Azamara 
Cruises since last May. 


Next year, cruise tourism 
will continue growing 
According to projections, 
tied to negotiations made 
and internal preparations 
at the quay, in January 
2023 Aruba will welcome, 
for the first time, the Ritz 
Carlton cruise – Evrima. It 
is a luxury cruise of barely 
149 suites, accommodat- 


ing 298 passengers. It was 
a few weeks ago when the 
cruise began sailing, as the 
first of three acquired by 
the Marriott International 
company. 


In the month of June, once 
more APA will celebrate 
the arrival for the first time 
of the Mardi Gras cruise 
ship. It is operated by Car- 
nival Cruise Line, it cost 1.1 
billion dollars to build, was 
launched at the end of July 
2021, measures 340 meters 
in length and has a carry- 
ing capacity for 6500 pas- 
sengers and 2000 cre mem- 
bers. Mardi Gras belongs to 
the Excellence Class cat- 
egory and it is the biggest 
cruise in the Carnival Cruise 
Line family. Mardi Gras op- 
erates on LNG. 


Projections based on es- 
tablished agreements with 
cruise lines for the next year 
indicate that, barring any 
changes, Aruba Ports Au- 
thority NV will at least reach 
the amount of cruise ships 
and passengers as in 2019, 
which was their best year. 
“At least” is highlighted 
because the company is 
in advanced deliberations 
with various lines which will 
probably crystallize next 
year, now that there is 
more appetite to sail on a 
cruise again. 
Aruba remains a favored 
port in the Caribbean, for 
our 
crystalline 
beaches, 
level of service and safety! 


About Aruba Ports Authority 
Aruba Ports Authority was 
founded in 1981. The com- 
pany belongs 100 percent 
to the Government of Aru- 
ba and has 75 workers in 
direct service. Together it 
manages the two quays in 
Aruba, the cruise terminal 
in Oranjestad as well as the 
cargo one in Barcadera, 
where they have an opera- 
tion agreement with ASTEC. 
Each year, about 310 cruise 
ships arrive in Oranjestad 
and another 905 cargo 
ships arrive in Barcadera 
– without counting small 
ships and launch services 
(before the pandemic0. 
The company is stable un- 
der the management of 
Marc Figaroa. q 
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Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Here’s why: Aruba Today collected some things 
to do BEYOND the beach. Yes, we know. Aruba, 
located 15 miles north of Venezuela in the warm 
waters of the southern Caribbean, is home to 
beautiful white-sand beaches, 82-degree days, 
and thus ideal for the perfect beach day. 


But we are also blessed with some of the warm- 
est people in the world and our island is 19.6 
miles long and 6 miles across, with a total area 
of 70 square miles. Bit more to discover than 
the white stretch on the coastline we say. Let’s 
mention some of these hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 
The Arikok National park is worth the ride. We 
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s 
rangers whose job is to maintain trails and pro- 
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about 
the island’s indigenous roots. The guided tours 
are even free of charge. If you are not up to 
walking, you can drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is a great place to 
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land- 
scape you end up at some of the most stunning 
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In 
Total the park consists of 7907 acres protected 
nature with a richness of animals living in it. The 
Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo), Aruban cat 
eye snake (santanero) and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just some of them, you 
can also admire these close in the park’s Visi- 
tors’ Center. 
For more information, visit the website www.aru- 
banationalpark.org 


Philip's Animal Garden 
To stay with the animals, let’s hop to an amaz- 
ing place. Something different to do, an expe- 
rience that is to be enjoyed by people of all 
ages. Welcome to Philip’s Animal Garden. We 
are not talking about a zoo here, this is actu- 
ally a sanctuary for all types of creatures, from 
horses to peacocks, kangaroos to turtles, mon- 
keys, goats, and many, many more different 
species. The place was founded in 2009 and it is 


the only organization rescuing and rehabilitat- 
ing exotic animals in Aruba, which has resulted 
in an amazing collection of these animals. They 
provide a suitable living environment for all 
the rescued animals. Up until now the owner, 
Philip, has built this shelter with his own efforts; 
building all the cages from scratch, designing 
all structures and welding them with his own 
bare hands. His goal is to upgrade the facilities 
to a world-class animal shelter with veterinary 
care and round-the-clock staffs. With the input 
from the Aruban community and visitors they 
provide the best care for these animals. Please 
check out their website for more information: 
www.philipsanimalgarden.com. 


The Lighthouse 
No, you would not think of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse is actually one of the 
most known highlights in Aruba and many re- 
peated guests most probably took the ride up- 
hill already. But, there is a significant change to 


this tower. Since September 2016 you can climb 
the top. In 2015 Stichting Monumentenfonds 
started the restoration of the California Light- 
house. The project finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now open for visitors to 
enjoy the beautiful view from the top. The con- 
struction of the California Lighthouse started in 
1915. The name ‘California’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company and Pacific Steam- 
ship Co. called ‘California’ that shipwrecked in 
the area in 1891. Therefore they came up with 
the idea of building a lighthouse that could in- 
dicate the island’s eastern tip to ships with its 
light. www.arubalighthouse.com will give you 
more information. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 
Mangel Halto at Savaneta is definitely a place 
not to miss out on. The beautiful beach with the 
natural mangroves is simply a beauty, but if you 
are into a more active way to enjoy the nature: 
take a kayak. While you are doing some work- 
out -as it might get a little windy and rough-, 
you will see the island from a different perspec- 
tive. You can even make a stop to do some 
snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and for 
sure something else. There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, we had good expe- 
rience with The Shack Kayak Tours Aruba, find 
them on Facebook. q 
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By ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 
Americans will be allowed 
to contribute more of their 
money to 401(k) and simi- 
lar retirement saving plans 
next year. The IRS said Fri- 
day that the maximum 
contribution that an indi- 
vidual can make in 2023 to 
a 401(k), 403(b) and most 
457 plans will be $22,500. 
That’s up from $20,500 this 
year. People aged 50 and 
over, which have the op- 
tion to make additional 
“catch-up” 
contributions 
to 401(k) and similar plans, 
will be able to contribute 
up to $7,500 next year, 
up from $6,500 this year. 
That’s means a 401(k) sav- 
er who is 50 or older can 
contribute a maximum of 
$30,000 to their retirement 
plan in 2023. q 


By SAM KEMMIS of Nerd- 
Wallet 
After years of unusually low 
prices on airfare and vaca- 
tion rentals during the pan- 
demic, travel prices have 
taken off in 2022. And while 
travel price inflation has 
cooled with slowing de- 
mand and falling fuel pric- 
es this fall, it continues to 
affect travelers’ plans and 
budgets. 
So with travel prices still well 
above their pre-pandem- 
ic levels, what does that 
mean for travelers’ hotel 
points and airline miles? 
Rewards programs regu- 
larly increase award prices 
, which are the number of 
points or miles needed to 
book a hotel night or flight. 
That 
practice 
devalues 
these currencies over time 
and 
renders 
customers’ 
collection of points and 
miles less useful. Yet, inter- 
estingly, the opposite ef- 
fect seems to be happen- 
ing this year. 
REWARDS 
ARE 
WORTH 
MORE THIS YEAR 
NerdWallet refreshed its an- 
nual analysis of points and 
miles programs and found 
something 
unexpected 


in a sea of bad inflation 
news: Many rewards pro- 
grams’ points have be- 
come more valuable this 
year compared with the 
previous year. American 
Airlines’ miles increased in 
value, from 1.2 cents per 
mile in 2021 to 1.5 cents in 
2022. United Airlines’ miles 
jumped from 1 cent per 
mile to 1.2 cents per mile. In 
fact, almost every domes- 
tic airline’s miles either in- 
creased in value or stayed 
the same, year over year. 
This bucks the conventional 
wisdom among points and 
miles enthusiasts, who ex- 
pect to see those values 


drop over time. “Miles and 
points aren’t really a hedge 
against inflation, as the var- 
ious programs and loyalty 
currencies are always de- 
valuing based on business 
and 
economic 
trends,” 
said Tiffany Funk by email. 
Funk co-founded Point.me, 
a service that helps cus- 
tomers redeem their travel 
rewards. “But points can be 
a buffer against inflationary 
pressures in the short term.” 
Put simply: Cash prices 
went way up this year and 
award prices (e.g., the 
number of miles needed to 
book a flight) also went up, 
but not as much. q 


This Aug. 11, 2019 file photo shows credit cards in New Orleans. 
Associated Press 


Is inflation affecting travel points and 
miles? 


A sign is displayed outside the Internal Revenue Service building 
May 4, 2021, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


IRS raises contribution limits for 
retirement savings plans 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 
Seroe Preto tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 
Shares of social media 
companies are tumbling 
before the market open 
on Friday after a slew of 
news in the sector that 
concerned investors, in- 
cluding a report that Elon 
Musk may cut almost 75% 
of Twitter’s workforce and 
Snap’s muted fourth-quar- 
ter outlook. 
Musk has told prospec- 
tive investors in his Twitter 
purchase that he plans to 
cut nearly 75% of Twitter’s 
employee base of 7,500 
workers, leaving the com- 
pany with a skeleton crew, 
according to a Thursday 
report by The Washington 
Post. 
Wedbush’s Dan Ives said 
in a client note that Twit- 
ter Inc. is due for some job 
cuts, but that the reported 
figure may not be the best 
approach. 
“Musk cannot cut his way 
to growth with Twitter and 
a number in the 75% zip 
code would be way too 
aggressive in our opinion 
out of the gates,” he wrote. 
A Delaware judge has giv- 
en Musk and Twitter until 
Oct. 28 to work out details 
of the proposed $44 billion 
deal. Otherwise, there will 
be a trial in November. 
Shares of Twitter dropped 
more than 4% in premarket 
trading. 
Elsewhere in the sector, 
Snap Inc.’ stock slid more 
than 28% after the compa- 
ny behind Snapchat gave 
a lackluster forecast for the 
fourth quarter and its third- 
quarter 
revenue 
missed 
Wall Street’s view. 
Snap reported third-quar- 
ter revenue of $1.13 billion, 
below the $1.15 billion that 
analysts polled by Zacks 
Investment Research ex- 
pected. 
While the Santa Monica, 
California-based company 
said in a letter to investors 
that it wasn’t giving a for- 
mal fourth-quarter outlook, 
it did say that it’s highly like- 
ly that year-over-year rev- 
enue growth will slow dur- 
ing the period. Snap said 
its internal forecasts are for 
year-over-year 
revenue 
growth to be about flat. 
A JPMorgan analyst note 


The Twitter logo is seen on a mobile phone, Oct. 14, 2022, in Boston. 
Associated Press 


Social media stocks slip amid Musk, Snap news 


said that Snap is experi- 
encing weaker demand 
due to macro pressures, 
platform policy changes 
and competition. 
“We appreciate manage- 
ment’s efforts to control 
what they cancutting costs 
& doubling down on more 
resilient 
performance- 
based adsbut trends re- 
main choppy, and the 
macro backdrop is likely 
even tougher into 2023,” 
the note said. 
Adding to the mix are con- 
cerns about the way social 
media platforms are being 
used as the mid-term elec- 
tions near. While platforms 


like Twitter, TikTok, Face- 
book and YouTube say 
they’ve expanded their 
work to detect and stop 
harmful claims that could 
suppress the vote or even 
lead to violent confron- 
tations, a review of some 
of the sites shows they’re 
still playing catchup with 
2020, when then-President 
Donald Trump’s lies about 
the election he lost to Joe 
Biden helped fuel an insur- 
rection at the U.S. Capitol. 
Shares of Meta Platforms 
Inc., parent company of 
Facebook, declined 4.4% 
before the opening bell. 
The flurry of news weighed 


on others in the sector as 
well, including Google par- 
ent Alphabet Inc., off 2%, 
and Pinterest Inc., down 
8%.q 
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By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Tom 
Brady says retirement isn’t 
in his future, so let the 2023 
speculation begin. 
Brady’s comment Thursday 
doesn’t mean he’s coming 
back for a 24th season but 
anything is possible for the 
45-year-old, seven-time Su- 
per Bowl champion. 
Right now, Brady is focused 
on trying to get the Tam- 
pa Bay Buccaneers (3-3) 
on the winning track after 
three losses in the last four 
games. Brady and the Bucs 
haven’t found a rhythm yet 
and he’s getting more at- 
tention for tossing tablets, 
chewing out teammates 
and attending a wedding. 
But Brady isn’t quitting on 
the Bucs midseason — not 
that anyone thought he 
would.“I love the sport and 
I love the teammates,” 
Brady said. “I want to go 
do a great job for this team 
like I always have. No retire- 
ment in my future.” 
If Brady — who retired this 
past spring before chang- 
ing his mind — decides to 
keep playing, he’ll be a 
free agent after the sea- 
son. 
Here are eight potential 
teams for No. 12 next year: 
BUCCANEERS: 
Brady 
re- 
turned to Tampa Bay after 
a 40-day retirement be- 
cause of “unfinished busi- 
ness” after winning a Super 
Bowl in his first season with 


the Buccaneers and falling 
short in the divisional round 
last season. So far, it’s been 
a struggle because his of- 
fensive line has been de- 
pleted by injuries and Ali 
Marpet’s 
retirement, 
re- 
ceivers have been hurt and 
Rob Gronkowski retired. But 
it’s way too soon to write off 
the Buccaneers. They’re still 
the team to beat in the NFC 
South and should improve 
as players start returning 
from injuries. In 2020, the 
Buccaneers were 7-5 be- 
fore running the table and 
winning the Super Bowl. 
Brady will want to play for a 
contender and Tampa Bay 
would seem to give him 
that opportunity, plus he’d 
have familiarity. 
“I 
think 
everything’s 


unique,” Brady said. “Ev- 
ery year’s different. Every 
football season is a little bit 
different. There’s different 
challenges. We’ve just got 
to work hard. We’re cer- 
tainly not a finished prod- 
uct. We’ve got to work 
hard to make the improve- 
ments we have to make, 
and that’s what going out 
to practice is all about, and 
having great communica- 
tion with your teammates 
and trying to get things 
headed in a better direc- 
tion.” 
49ERS: Returning to the 
Bay Area and closing out 
his career playing for the 
team he grew up rooting 
for would be a storybook 
ending for Brady. Jimmy 
Garoppolo will be a free 


agent and inexperienced 
Trey Lance will be returning 
from injury and would cer- 
tainly benefit learning from 
Brady for a year. The 49ers 
just added running back 
Christian McCaffrey and 
should be a contender, so 
they’re the top option out- 
side Tampa. 
DOLPHINS: Owner Stephen 
Ross was fined and sus- 
pended for tampering with 
Brady while he was with 
New England and Tampa. 
Miami also had discussions 
with Brady about becom- 
ing a partner in the team. 
Before sustaining a con- 
cussion, Dolphins quarter- 
back Tua Tagovailoa was 
excellent during a 3-0 start. 
The Dolphins might not 
have the biggest need but 


they clearly wanted Brady 
enough to violate NFL rules 
already. 
GIANTS: 
Rookie 
coach 
Brian Daboll has New York 
off to a 5-1 start and quar- 
terback Daniel Jones has 
played well. But the for- 
mer first-round pick will be- 
come a free agent after 
the season and the Giants 
may be in a position where 
they’re a QB away from 
contention. Enter Brady. He 
couldn’t beat them in the 
Super Bowl twice, so why 
not join them? 
SAINTS: They wanted De- 
shaun Watson before re- 
signing 
Jameis 
Winston 
and adding Andy Dalton. 
The Saints have weapons 
at wide receiver but they 
have too many overall 
needs. 
TITANS: Brady is close to Ti- 
tans coach Mike Vrabel. 
Ryan Tannehill is owed $36.6 
million in 2023 but Tennes- 
see could save $17.8 million 
against the cap by trad- 
ing or cutting him before 
next June 1. If Derrick Henry 
stays healthy, the Titans are 
attractive. 
COMMANDERS: They would 
save $26 million by releas- 
ing Carson Wentz. Brady 
may be the only person 
who could save owner Dan 
Snyder and fill the seats in 
Washington. 
PANTHERS: 
They’ll 
need 
a QB but even the GOAT 
can’t turn Carolina into a 
championship team.q 


Brady not thinking about retirement, so time to speculate 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady (12) gives signals at the line of scrimmage during 
the first half of an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Pittsburgh, Sunday, Oct. 16, 
2022. 


Associated Press 


Simona Halep, 2-time major champ, 
gets provisional drug ban 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
Two-time 
Grand 
Slam 
champion Simona Halep 
was provisionally suspend- 


ed by the International 
Tennis Integrity Agency af- 
ter failing a drug test during 
the U.S. Open in August. 
The ITIA announced the 


punishment Friday for Ha- 
lep, a former No. 1 player 
who is currently No. 9 in 
the WTA rankings. She won 
Wimbledon in 2019, beat- 
ing 23-time major cham- 
pion Serena Williams in the 
final, and the French Open 
in 2018. 
In a social media post, Ha- 
lep called the news of her 
positive test “the biggest 
shock of my life,” adding: 
“Facing such an unfair situ- 
ation, I feel completely 
confused and betrayed.” 
“I will fight until the end to 
prove that I never know- 
ingly took any prohibited 
substance,” Halep wrote, 


“and I have faith that 
sooner or later, the truth 
will come out.” 
Halep, a 31-year-old from 
Romania, announced in 
September she was taking 
the rest of this season off 
after having nose surgery 
to improve her breath- 
ing. She considered retir- 
ing early this year after a 
series of injuries, but then 
said she felt rejuvenated 
after teaming up in April 
with coach Patrick Moura- 
toglou, who used to work 
with Williams. 
Seeded No. 7 at the U.S. 
Open, Halep lost in the 
first round to Daria Snigur 


of Ukraine 6-2, 0-6, 6-4 on 
Aug. 30. It was the first tour- 
level win of Snigur’s career. 
Spokesmen for the U.S. 
Tennis 
Association 
and 
Mouratoglou 
declined 
comment. 
Halep said she was told her 
test showed “an extremely 
low quantity.” 
According to the EU’s 
medicines agency, which 
approved Roxadustat last 
year, it stimulates the body 
to produce more of the 
natural hormone erythro- 
poietin, or EPO, which has 
long been a doping prod- 
uct favored by cyclists and 
distance runners.q 


Simona Halep, of Romania, returns a shot to Daria Snigur, 
of Ukraine, during the first round of the U.S. Open tennis 
championships, Monday, Aug. 29, 2022, in New York. 
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By PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP Sports Columnist 
Johnnie B. Baker Jr. he 
answers to Dusty has built 
a lifetime of memories by 
bearing witness to some of 
baseball’s significant mo- 
ments. 
It might be more appro- 
priate to call him Forrest 
Gump. 
When Hank Aaron hit his 
715th homer, Baker was 
kneeling in the on-deck 
circle. 
When 
Steve 
Bartman 
reached over a Wrigley 
Field railing in an ill-fated 
pursuit of that foul ball, 
Baker watched in stoic dis- 
belief from the dugout. 
He was there, too, for epic 
pennant races and cham- 
pagne-soaked 
celebra- 
tions from coast to coast. 
Yet one thing and it’s a 
biggie has eluded base- 
ball’s Renaissance man. 
A World Series champion- 
ship as a manager. 
At 73, Baker may be staring 
at his last and probably 
best chance to fill in that 
one glaring omission on his 
resume. 
He’s six wins away with 
a stellar Houston Astros 
squad that chalked up 106 
victories during the regu- 


Houston Astros manager Dusty Baker Jr. watches introductions ahead of Game 1 of baseball’s 
American League Championship Series between the Houston Astros and the New York Yankees, 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2022, in Houston. 
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Dusty Baker takes another run at that elusive title 


NEW YORK (AP) — Stephen 
Curry’s latest move is one 
for the books. 
The 
NBA 
superstar 
is 
launching a graphic nov- 
el series, “Stephen Curry 
Presents!: Sports Superhe- 


roes,” in partnership with 
Penguin 
Workshop. 
The 
first of four planned install- 
ments will focus on Curry’s 
career and is scheduled 
for fall 2024. 
The series will be created 


through 
the 
publishing 
arm of Unanimous Media, 
the 
company 
founded 
by Curry and Erick Pey- 
ton. Last month, Penguin 
released Curry’s picture 
book “I Have a Superpow- 
er.” 
“We hope that when kids 
pick up the books in this se- 
ries to read all about their 
favorite athletes, it not 
only instills excitement and 
grows their love for read- 
ing, but also inspires them 
to reach for the stars and 
accomplish their dreams,” 
Curry and Peyton said in a 
statement released Friday 
by Penguin Workshop, a 
Penguin Random House 
division. 
The new series will be writ- 
ten by Rich Korson and 
Josh Bycel, with illustrations 
by Damion Scott.q 


NBA basketball player Stephen Curry, of the Golden State 
Warriors, arrives at the ESPY Awards in Los Angeles on July 
20, 2022. 
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Stephen Curry launches graphic 
novel series on sports stars 


lar season, more than any 
team in a nearly three- 
decade-long 
managing 
career that should carry 
Baker to Cooperstown. 
Dusty puts a philosophic 
spin on his quest. 
Like a fine bottle of wine 
another subject he knows 
a thing or two about one 
can’t uncork the bottle un- 
til the time is just right. 


“You can’t rush it before it 
gets here, because it ain’t 
here yet,” he said. “So 
you’ve just got to put your- 
self in a position to do it.” 
His players made it clear 
that giving Baker one of 
the few things he doesn’t 
have is one of their most 
potent motivators. 
“We love going out there 
every single day and com- 


peting for him,” third base- 
man Alex Bregman said. 
“He loves this team. He 
loves winning. He loves the 
game of baseball. And a 
hundred percent we want 
to win for him.” 
Backing up his words with 
his bat, Bregman hit a 
homer that accounted for 
all the runs in Houston’s 3-2 
victory over the New York 
Yankees in Game 2 of the 
AL Championship Series, 
which now heads to the 
Bronx with the Astros up 
two games to none. 
Six wins to go for Baker. 
Six wins to go. 
Stop right there, he’ll tell 
you. With age comes wis- 
dom, and he’s learned 
that ever single day is to 
be cherished. Six more wins 
might as well be another 
lifetime away. For a guy 
with far more days behind 
him than in front of him, 
there’s no need to hasten 
the journey. 
“I’m just taking it one game 
at a time and just living my 
life,” Baker explained. “You 
can’t live too far in the fu- 
ture or else you’re not re- 
ally enjoying today.” 
Baker got a glimpse of 
what he was in for as a 
manager in his very first 
season at the helm. 
The year was 1993, and 
Baker took over a San 
Francisco 
Giants 
team 
that went 72-90 the previ- 
ous season but had signed 
the game’s best player, 


Barry Bonds. With a not- 
yet-bulked-up Bonds lead- 
ing the way, the Giants 
won 103 games. They also 
happened to play in the 
same division as the Atlan- 
ta Braves, who won 104. In 
the last season before the 
wild card, the Giants sat 
at home with the game’s 
second-best record. 
And so it’s gone for Baker 
ever since, plenty of regu- 
lar-season joy mixed with 
staggering 
postseason 
heartbreak. 
He’s managed five teams. 
All of them have won divi- 
sion titles and reached the 
playoffs, making Baker the 
only manager to accom- 
plish that feat with so many 
clubs. He’s just the ninth 
manager to win pennants 
in both leagues. He also 
ranks ninth on the career 
wins list with 2,093 (plus an- 
other 45 in the playoffs). 
But here’s the thing: No 
manager has won so many 
games without capturing 
a World Series title. And 
it’s hard to find one who’s 
endured so much October 
misery. In 2002, Baker’s Gi- 
ants were up 3-2 on the 
Angels in the World Series. 
And they were chilling the 
champagne with a 5-0 
lead in Game 6 going to 
the bottom of the seventh. 
It all fell apart. Baker made 
some questionable pitch- 
ing moves and the An- 
gels mounted the largest 
comeback ever by a Se- 
ries team in an elimination 
game. 
The following night, the 
Angels wrapped up the 
championship in Game 7. 
The very next year, after 
Baker was forced out in 
San Francisco and landed 
with the Cubs, he guided 
that 
long-downtrodden 
franchise team within five 
outs of its first World Series 
since 1945. Alas, Bartman 
got in the way, the Cubs 
collapsed and it was the 
Marlins who went on to 
capture the Series title that 
should’ve been Baker’s. 
It would be more of the 
same in Cincinnati and 
Washington, the next two 
stops on Baker’s manage- 
rial odyssey. More playoff 
appearances that came 
up short, often in what 
seemed the cruelest pos- 
sible ways. q 


